
Should the green ‘revolution’ be a green ‘evolution’? 
 
After watching the COP26 conference with its historic, albeit watered down agreements, Extinction 
Rebellion protestors disrupting cities and the Insulate Britain campaign blocking motorways, we can 
all agree that there are some very passionate views on how to tackle green and sustainable issues. 
 
David Attenborough's “The Green Planet “ series has made us all think more about the implications of 
climate change and has ignited debate and action, with some actions being more helpful than others. 
 
Broom Consultants Ltd are ideally placed in this debate, whilst undertaking our role to help grow your 
capital that you have entrusted to our management. 
 
Some of these funds will be needed by you for income, maybe now, maybe in later life.  As such you 
will not wish to see sudden spikes in the costs of living.  These spikes fuelled in an attempt to fund the 
long-term green changes needed can result in more tax on your income and higher duties on goods, 
this in turn can damage the living standards that we all desire now. 
 
Some of your funds are earmarked for growth, perhaps with an eye to leaving some funds for children 
and grandchildren and other beneficiaries, to give them help in life that you may not have had. 
 
Without being dystopian, there would be little point in leaving funds for future generations if they are 
suffering from water, food, climate, and habitat crises. 
 
This is where the green revolution promoted by many, needs to perhaps be re-considered as a green 
evolution, if that is more sustainable. 
 
Rather than a few activist taking lots of action, what if many of us started taking some steps towards 
positive action??? 
 
By way of an example, placing some of your funds, gradually, over agreed time periods, with green 
investment companies that have a monitorable track-record could be a useful start.  
 
This action takes funds off the table for the non-green, more polluting, or non-ethically compliant 
companies, and these companies, deprived of market funding will gradually have to change their 
dynamics in order compete for their market share. 
 
You may have seen the greenwashing petrol company advert for a single electric car port station, that 
shows that deemed polluters are worried about public opinion.  They will spend fortunes trying to 
convince us it’s not them that is the issue and are taking serious green actions.  This is to avoid boycotts 
or exclusion of their companies from our standard portfolios. 
 
This type of greenwashing has become the latest fad for marketers and advertisers, looking to raise 
funds from concerned clients by deflection and using perceived propaganda to sell a story.  
 
We at Broom Consultants Ltd are very aware of who is doing what in this space and have extensively 
researched companies who state they have green credentials, to find out if they have a genuine 
alternative approach.  Full details of the philosophies of these companies and their offerings, plus 
performance fund fact sheets are available on our website.  
https://broomconsultants.com/sspage-clients-newsletters-eq_investors_portfolios.html  
 
https://broomconsultants.com/sspage-clients-newsletters-king_and_shaxson_portfolios.html  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt15441486/?ref_=nm_flmg_wr_1
https://broomconsultants.com/sspage-clients-newsletters-eq_investors_portfolios.html
https://broomconsultants.com/sspage-clients-newsletters-king_and_shaxson_portfolios.html


 
We know trillions of international governments funds will be invested in green issues over the coming 
decades and breakthroughs are happening all the time, maybe it’s time to join in and benefit from this 
direction of travel. 
 
We are not purporting that 100% of everyone’s funds are immediately invested into credible green 
funds, we do not think there is not enough choice in the current crowded market, which is still in its 
infancy, and we do not want to see artificial price spikes. 
 
We all need educating on how this works and whether the investment into environmentally sound 
companies is more ideologically satisfying, whilst poor on financial returns.   The companies we have 
selected have an impressive investment track record of returns, however we all know past 
performance is not a guide to future performance. 
 
We need to continue to monitor the performance of the companies that we are promoting as part of 
the Broom Consultants Ltd portfolios.  
 
It’s not our job to be zealots and ideologist of this current zeitgeist, but to provide rounded financial 
advice with due consideration of the benefits and drawbacks. 
 
We are working closely with companies who have a proven environmental investing track record, EQ 
and King & Shaxon, two pioneers and leaders in this field.  
 
As a company we do believe that at least 20% of our total holdings should be invested in sustainable 
funds, and as we are currently managing funds for our clients of £260,000,000, that's over a quarter 
of a billion, so a significant sum.  However, we have decided against a full fund switch into these green 
funds on the following grounds: - 
 

A) It should be a choice and some people will be actively against environmental and green 
investments and so we are not forcing this issue. 

 
B) The sustainable funds are a bit more expensive, mainly because of the extensive research that 

has to go into the green companies to ensure they are actually doing no harm and not just 
using propaganda to greenwash the operation. 
 

C) We feel it's a personal decision after a discussion and risk assessment.  This works well, as 
some clients have wanted to start with a lower initial involvement at 5% or 10% of their funds 
to introduce the concept and monitor changes over the next few years, whilst others have 
stronger opinions and after investigations, they go in 100%. 
 

D) Whilst even the companies with a great sustainable track record and investment philosophy 
are on our panel, even these companies will struggle to achieve alignment with the 17 UN 
sustainability goals* and these are all works in progress as the world wakes up to new 
opportunities and mitigating existing threats. 

 

E) Whilst this is all moving in the right direction, our individual perception of “green” may not 

always align fully with the funds make up. 

 
 



We believe that as more funds are invested into these sustainable areas, the economies of scale are 
bringing the price down and more choice is opening up.  It’s a ‘win-win’ situation.  
 
It is a new way of investing, however the companies we have allowed onto our panel have proven 
track records of decent returns. These returns are not dissimilar to the standard managed funds, but 
exclude oil, coal mining, poor environmental practices, tax evasion, armaments, and meet a whole 
host of ethical criteria. 
 
We do believe this area of investment will grow and that the future of investing will be driven this 
way.  We actively advise on the funds, but really believe it is a partnership and it dependent on how 
much a client wishes to go down the sustainable, ethical road whilst excluding the large corporations 
that have proven returns, albeit at some expense to the environment.   
 
Commentary from John Broom (DipFA MLIBF) 
Director 
Broom Consultants Ltd 
 
 
Call the office on 01277 202222 to book in a zoom or face to face meeting to discuss your role in the 
inevitable ‘Green Evolution’. 
 
*UN Sustainability Goals - 
https://www.broomconsultants.com/imgs/un_sustainable_development_goals302.pdf  
 

Risk Warnings 

• Each asset class carries its own inherent level of risk and reward.   

• Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. 

• You should ensure that you only invest what you can comfortably afford to lose and 
understand your attitude to risk. Therefore, consideration needs to be given to your attitude 
and willingness as well as your ability and capacity to take risk. 

• Investment values may fluctuate.  The value of your investment can go down as well as up. 

• Tax rules may change in the future, which could affect the returns you receive from your 
investment. 
 

 
 

https://www.broomconsultants.com/imgs/un_sustainable_development_goals302.pdf

